Quantitative bacillary response to treatment in Mycobacterium tuberculosis infected and M. africanum infected adults with pulmonary tuberculosis.
Data regarding possible differences in microbiological response to therapy of disease caused by Mycobacterium tuberculosis and M. africanum are limited. Presenting clinical characteristics and sputum bacillary load during standard short-course chemotherapy in patients with newly-diagnosed pulmonary tuberculosis due to M. tuberculosis (n = 7) and M. africanum (n = 6) were compared. Changes in sputum bacillary load were measured using quantitative acid-fast bacilli smears, colony forming unit assay, and time until positive culture in the BACTEC radiometric system. Presentation and response to short course chemotherapy were comparable between patients infected with M. tuberculosis and those infected with M. africanum.